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	A
	 Key Concepts

· [bookmark: _gjdgxs]In order to understand this section, we must review the historical background first.
[bookmark: _9nwxpen993xk]
· [bookmark: _bz0y73e92faq]Chapters 4 through 24 reveal God’s harsh words of judgement against Israel and Jerusalem; like a journey through an endless forest, hikers can get glimpses of light and hope.  Judgement is a call to repentance.
[bookmark: _nlj0kqmfs9vv]
· [bookmark: _dkr03asw2t34]Since Israel and Jerusalem are seen as the microcosm of the entire world and humanity, the words of judgement can be interpreted as an anticipation  of God’s judgement of the world.  Just as Ezekiel is called to warn Israel, so are we called to warn this generation of the terror and urgency of the final judgement.  
[bookmark: _bej9tt7oouxi]
· [bookmark: _709ysiy8n6at]The statements of blessings and curses follow the structure of God’s covenant with Israel and can be found in Lev 26 and Deut 28-30.  The first part states what will happen if the people follow the Lord and keep his commandments.  The second part narrates the curses if Israel disobeys his commandments.  The third part describes what is needed for restoration: if the people repent and return to the Lord.
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	B
	Dramatizing the Fall of Jerusalem with Four Prophetic Actions

· The brick wall portrays the siege of Jerusalem by Babylon. “Iron plate”; “set your face toward it” => symbolizes God’s own determined judgement against the city, a wall set up between the Lord and his people.

· Lying down upon the “left side” for 390 days to bear the punishment of the house of Israel, then lying down upon the “right side” for 40 days to bear the punishment of the house of Judah. 

· A mixture of ingredients is combined to make bread due to shortages; even water intake is limited.  These are indeed famine rations.  Using cow dung for cooking => the bread is unclean according to the law.  This fulfills the punishment according to the law.

· Symbolism of shaving one’s head and beard: For a priest, shaving one’s hair and beard is a sign of desecration; shameful and mournful.  This foretells Israel’s pain of humiliation.  “A third will die within the city by famine and plague; the second third, struck with the sword, and the final third, scattered to the wind”.  Even “the small number of hairs … shall perish in the fire” until all of Israel have faced judgement.  
	4:1 - 5:4

4:1-3, 5:5-8, CCSS




4:4-8 CCSS, Lv 10:17,
Is 53
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Lv 21:5, 2Sam 10:4, 
Is 15:2





	C
	Indictment of Jerusalem

· In the remainder of chapter 5, the Lord interprets Ezekiel’s four prophetic actions (as previously explained). “Fathers shall eat their sons … and sons shall eat their fathers”, fulfilling what was predicted in the covenant curses. 

· God displays his anger, fury, and jealousy so that, “they shall know that I am the Lord”.  In other words, the people will come to recognize the truth and justice of what the Lord has said and done when he brings their due punishment upon them.

· God forces the Israelites to obey his will; if they disobey, they will be harshly punished.  What is the difference between God and a dictator?  The God portrayed by Ezekiel (and throughout the Old Testament) is a God of wrath and anger, how does that differ from the portrayal in the New Testament?
	5:5-17

Dt 28:53-57,
Lv 26:29
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	D
	Judgement Against the Mountains, the Hills, the Ravines and the Valleys

· Here, Ezekiel directs his words of judgement to the mountains of Israel: the mountains, the hills, the ravines and the valleys; places where the Israelites had practised idolatry.  This anticipates that the punishment to come is according to the covenant.  

· “... and you shall know that I am the Lord” - the Lord’s aim is not simply to dispense punishment, but by means of punishment to lead his people to repentance.

· “... when I have broken their wanton heart which has departed from me” - This is the first time in Ezekiel where the language of marriage is used to describe the relationship between God and Israel.  More will come later; this is a major theme in this book and the entire Bible.

· “And I will stretch out my hand against them … from the wilderness to Riblah” - the site of execution of the chief leaders of Israel in the revolt against Babylon.
	6:1-14
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CCSS 6:7, 19, 13, 14
Dt 30:1 , 3
Heb 12:5-6

CCSS 6:9




CCSS 6:14
2Kg 25:6 , 21



	E
	The End has Come; the Day of Disaster is Near

· In this chapter, Ezekiel faithfully fulfills his role as watchman for Israel.  His message is full of alarm, of staccato-like sayings declaring that judgement is about to fall on the entire land of Israel.   

· “The end has come … I will … judge you according to your ways … [I] will not spare you”, “Behold, the day! Behold, it comes!  Your doom has come” - the terrifying end of the fall of Judah and destruction of the Temple.  This is also interpreted as judgement day when the world will be judged and punished.

· “The time has come … let not the buyer rejoice, nor the seller mourn, for the wrath is upon all their multitude” - for Ezekiel, because the day of the Lord’s judgement is at hand, buying and selling (and rejoicing and mourning) will not be necessary and soon come to an end.  Paul, alluding to Ezekiel’s prophecy, teaches that living in a world that is transient and fading, Christians must resist desiring for wealth and fame of the world. 
 
· In this section, we hear of the desperate state of the people of Israel under siege in Jerusalem.  The most tragic result is: “I will turn my face from them” - the glorious presence of God among his people is the source of all his blessings; his departure is the cause of all their calamities and punishment.  Similar calamities and punishment befell them just before the Temple’s destruction by the Romans.  In Scripture, the glorious presence of God, “Shekinah”, is the holiest place.  The Lord’s  purpose of punishment: “they shall know that I am the Lord”. 
	7:1-27
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SPECIAL NOTES

1. Pope Benedict XVI’s account of God deserting His house in A.D. 66

The event took place at Pentecost in A.D. 66. “At the Feast of Pentecost, when the priests had gone into the inner court of the Temple at night to perform the usual ceremonies, they declared that they were aware, first of a violent movement and a loud crash, then of a concerted cry: ‘Let us go hence’” (The Jewish War, p.361). Whatever exactly may have happened, one thing is clear: in the final years before the dramatic events of the year 70…God himself is announcing (“Let us go hence!”) that he is to depart from the Temple, to leave it “empty”. (Jesus of Nazareth, II, p. 26)


2. “Shekinah” in Scripture:

The biblical text of Ezekiel 7:22 reads, “I will turn my face from them”; but the Targum of Ezekiel - an earlier Aramaic translation - rephrases this: “And I will make my Shekinah depart from them”.  (CCSS p 74)

God’s glorious presence,“Shekinah”, throughout scripture  (Source: Bertrand Buby, Mary of Galilee II, Woman of Israel – Daughter of Zion, p.15):
· Mt Sinai - God established a Covenant with Israel (Ex 24:16)
· Tabernacle - standing inside the completed tent (Ex 40:34-35)
· Temple - when Solomon completed the Temple, the Tabernacle was placed in the Temple (1Kg 8:10-13)
· Throughout the Old Testament, God’s glory filled / sheltered (“episkiazein” Gk) the tent and the Temple.  Under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, Luk used the same wording (“episkiazein” GK).  In the Annunciation, the angel said to Mary, “The Holy Spirit will … overshadow you”, so that she will be pregnant and give birth to the Son of God, Jesus (Lk 1:35).  In other words, she is the Tabernacle (cf. Lk 1:39-56) where God’s glory is present; intricately connected to the tent and the Temple - the Church.  








image1.png




